
Joy and pain
In January, the Revd Michaela Youngson, President Designate 

of the Methodist Conference, visited the United Church of 

Papua New Guinea with her husband Sandy, and Steve Pearce, 

Partnership Coordinator for Asia and the Pacific. 

The United Church of Papua New 
Guinea celebrated its fiftieth 
anniversary in true South 

Pacific style. Surrounded by beautiful 
landscapes and adorned in leas (floral 
tributes), we thanked God together 
for the life of the Church and its role 
within the life of its nation. Each region 
in PNG had its own celebrations. 
In Kwikila, people from the whole 
East Central Province gathered at 
‘Miracle City’ (the region’s mission 
headquarters) to share in worship and 
celebration. New workers in pastoral 
and HIV/Aids care were inducted, and 
hundreds of people danced and sang. 
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“Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? 

The Lord is the 
everlasting God, the 

Creator of the ends of 
the earth. He does not 

faint or grow weary; 
his understanding is 

unsearchable.”  
Isaiah 40:28 NRSV
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Pakistan: new fatwa aims to curb terrorism

The Centre for Legal Aid 
Assistance and Settlement 
(CLAAS) has been a partner 

of the Methodist Church in 
Britain for many years. Together 
we have sought to bring an end 
to the pernicious misuse of the 
blasphemy laws in Pakistan and 
to offer what help we can to 
those who have been affected 
by accusations under this 
legislations. 

Those who make unfounded 
complaints of blasphemy often 
do so purely for personal gain; 

many cases, however, spring from 
a misguided religious extremism. 
For this reason a recent ruling 
by Muslim leaders in Pakistan, 
the Paigham-e-Pakistan fatwa, is 
being seen by many as a helpful, 
historic step.

Nasir Saeed leads the small 
CLAAS organization in the UK. In 
a recent article for the Pakistan 
Daily Times, he wrote: “If the 
government really wants to make 
Paigham e Pakistan a reality 
and establish a just society, 
then the government institutions 

and the mosques will have to 
work together and hold further 
consultations with civil society ... 
The government needs to take all 
factions of society into confidence 
and remove hate material from 
textbooks in order to clear the 
mess created years ago in the 
name of religion. Otherwise, 
the fatwa will be just a piece of 
paper.”

For more information, please 
contact Steve Pearce at  

wcr.asiapacific@
methodistchurch.org.uk
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Joy and pain (Continued from page 1) 

A few days later, our group 
travelled up to Mendi, a 
community in the mountains 
of PNG, where almost 1,000 
young people gathered for a 
rally. The mission station there 
had buildings that dated back to 
when it was under the care of the 
Methodist Missionary Society, and 
these buildings were definitely 
beginning to show their age. Local 
pastors are trained at the Bible 
School there and the Church runs 
a primary school and lots of other 
projects. 

The national celebrations of the 
Church’s anniversary took place 
in the capital, Port Moresby. 
It was a privilege to join the 
procession into the stadium, led 
by a police band and accompanied 
by the government minister for 
Communities, Religion and Youth. 
The celebrations began with a 

wonderful act of worship and, after 
lunch, many hours of wonderful 
performances from circuits 
representing the whole country. 
Some had travelled by boat for 
two days to be at the event. 

Shortly after returning home, 
we heard about a massive 
earthquake in Mendi. Julia 
Edwards, a mission partner, told 
us that 13 of the 15 buildings 
at the mission centre there were 
lost, there were casualties across 
the region and communities 
were cut off. In the midst of 
celebrations, we were reminded 
again of the fragility of life and the 
need to work in partnerships of 
love and generosity to ensure the 
well-being of all God’s people. 
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The differing worlds of Israel/Palestine
By John Howard 

Lying in bed at night, I 
frequently hear the sounds 
of stun grenades, tear gas 

or even live fire. The Aida Refugee 
Camp, where more tear gas is 
used than anywhere else in the 
world, is half a mile from my 
apartment. My walk from home 
to the office takes me along the 
‘wall’ past the famous Banksy 
graffiti and through Checkpoint 
300: almost the only way for 
Palestinians now to get to 
Jerusalem.

Ministering in this highly 
divided situation, the Jerusalem 
Methodist Liaison Office spans 
the divides. I meet with Jewish 
rabbis, with Orthodox priests and 
with Muslim clerics. While many 
of my daily encounters are with 
the Christians of Bethlehem, I 
have the chance to talk to visitors 
about what it is to live here today. 
I preach in churches in Bethlehem, 
Jerusalem and Tiberias. I travel 

between communities: into 
Gaza and across checkpoints, 
into settlements and returning 
to the Beit Jala community of 
Bethlehem, where I live. 

One initiative the Liaison Office 
supports perhaps encapsulates 
much of the diversity in one 
monthly event. ‘Praying Together’ 
brings Muslims, Jews and 

Christians into the same space 
and enables us to pray alongside 
each other. Every last Thursday 
of the month, we meet at the 
Jaffa Gate and walk together 
to a location in the Old City of 
Jerusalem. As we walk, we talk; 
as we pray, we long for a land of 
peace and justice; as we leave, 
we return to very different worlds. 

It is at the same time both a 
privilege to live here in the land 
where Jesus walked, daily walking 
past places many in the world can 
only dream of ever visiting, and an 
experience that breaks my heart 
daily as I see the injustices of life 
in this place. 
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Rabbi Raanan and other Jewish participants in ‘Praying Together’

A rather controversial banner!

The ‘wall’
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The Eglise Methodiste d’Haiti (EMH) has had much to 
do over the last 18 months since Hurricane Matthew. 

EMH has helped many people replace buildings or 
reroof their homes. Many of the schools and churches 
needed to be repaired as they provided shelter for 
people without homes in the first months following the 
hurricane. The country was blessed to have very little 
additional damage from the series of hurricanes that hit 
the Caribbean last summer, but the Church continues 
to assist those affected by Hurricane Matthew. A final 
hurricane relief donation from the Methodist Church in 
Britain is enabling EMH to further assist people in the 
area of Dame Marie at the far south west of Haiti. This 
area suffered badly and is also one of the most remote 
areas affected. 
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Rebuilding in Haiti
By Sharon and John Harbottle

Bois Neuf Maillor Church after 

the hurricane (January 
2017)

Bois Neuf Maillor Church reroofed (January 2018)

Christian education report on 
training courses

Delivering medical supplies to a 
clinic

Distributing water sterilising 

tablets
En route to a remote village with food and a mobile clinic Haiti District clergy 2018

A temporary church set up in the ruins of old one, made using the trunks of dead palm trees

Health Coordinator Dr Greguy Alexandre with EMH’s new  10-year strategic plan

The pharmacy at a mobile clinic

Providing food for the com
munity 

at Baie d’Orange For more information, please contact Sandra Lopez at  
wcr.americascaribb@methodistchurch.org.uk

Replaced t
oilet for a

 family near 

Jeremie
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Laston Chewe’s term as 
UCZ’s Internal Auditor ends

The United Church in 
Zambia (UCZ) is the largest 
protestant Church in the 

country. Previously, volunteer lay 
members (the majority of whom 
had no accounting qualifications) 
managed its finances, and 
mistakes and dishonesty 
were observed in a number of 
congregations. As a result of 
this, UCZ applied for an NMA 
grant from the World Mission 
Fund to employ an internal 
auditor. Laston Chewe was 
appointed to this role in 2012. 

Laston is now in his final year 
in the role. Reflecting on it, 
he says it has been involving, 
fulfilling and educative. Having 
previously worked in business, 
working with the Church offered 
Laston a new experience, 
as well as opportunities to 
conduct seminars for synod 
treasurers with little financial 
literacy. Laston’s achievements 
are ensuring that churches 
followed financial regulations 
and enforced church policies, as 
well as educating volunteers to 
understand accounting practices 
better. 

In the years since Laston 
started, presbyteries have 
improved their record keeping. 
They audit their accounts and 
transparency with stakeholders 
has increased. Financial literacy 
and discipline have progressed. 
Church committees were often 
guided by budgets and regularly 
reviewed expenses and account 
records. Laston hopes churches 
will maintain these good 
practices after he leaves.

Nationals in mission appointments (NMAs): The World Mission Fund enables Partner Churches 
to employ local members of their Church to work in new, key mission projects in their home 
churches, by paying for the salary costs of an NMA post.

NATIONALS IN MISSION APPOINTMENTS

For more information, please contact Olubunmi Olayiasade at  
wcr.africa@methodistchurch.org.uk

Growing 
Methodism 

Everywhere?
A fringe event at the 2018 

Methodist Conference

Come and hear about 

some of the challenges and 

opportunities in church growth, 

evangelism and discipleship 

faced by Methodist churches 

across the world. Meet 

overseas representatives from 

Europe, the Americas, Asia- 

Pacific and Africa, as well as 

mission partners from Haiti and 

Jerusalem.

Nightingale Dining Hall, 
University of Nottingham

Tuesday 3 July,  
7.00pm to 8.30pm

A hot dinner will be served. 

If you would like to attend, 

please send an email to wcr.

admin@methodistchurch.org.uk 

with your name and any dietary 

requirements.

mailto:wcr.africa%40methodistchurch.org.uk?subject=
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All the Partner Churches, 
partner organisations, NMA 
postholders, scholarship 
students and mission 
partners that you regularly 
read about in World Church 
News are supported by the 
Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund, through the 
sharing of both resources 
and personnel.

You can donate online by 
going to www.justgiving.
com/mcfworldmission/
donate. Alternately, send a 
cheque to: the Methodist 
Church World Mission Fund, 
Methodist Church House, 
25 Marylebone Road, 
London NW1 5JR. Please 
make cheques payable to 
“Methodist Church World 
Mission Fund”.

Participants of transcultural mission training in Panama become ‘fishers of 
men’ at a Messy Church session at El Pedregal Methodist Church in Panama. 

Thank God for our partnership 
with the United Church in 
Papua New Guinea. Please 
pray for the inhabitants of 
the country as they deal with 
the aftermath of a recent 
earthquake. 

Pray for Pakistan, that the 
newly introduced fatwa will be 
effective in curbing religious 
persecution.

Pray for John and Sharon 
Harbottle as they continue to 
work with health clinics and 
with the Church respectively. 

Thank God for the work of 
Laston Chewe. Pray that 
good stewardship of financial 
resources may become the 
norm in all churches and 
organisations across the world.

PRAYER: God of peace, as 
with the olive trees that grow 
abundantly in Israel, which are 
hardy and frost-resistant, we 
pray you may plant seeds of 
peace, love and brotherhood in 
the hearts of all peoples. May 
these seeds also be enduring 
and resistant to the coldness 
of hatred. Amen

PRAYER POINTS

DONATE TO THE WORLD MISSION FUND

https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/
https://www.justgiving.com/mcfworldmission/donate/

