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In January, I joined with the United Church of Papua New Guinea (PNG) in
celebrating its fiftieth anniversary. It was definitely a time of thankfulness
and generosity. I travelled with Steve Pearce, Partnership Coordinator for
Asia and the Pacific, and Sandy, my husband. In PNG we spent time with
Julia Edwards, a mission partner based in the capital, Port Moresby. We
gave thanks for the Methodist Church and the London Missionary Society,
who had come together 50 years ago to form one Church. We heard stories
of those who had travelled for long distances in harsh conditions to bring
the good news of God’s love to the most remote parts of that nation.
One of the visits we made was to Mendi in the Hela Province, where
almost 1,000 young people gathered for a youth conference. They were
exuberant in their thankfulness to God for their faith and it was a great act
of generosity on their part to find the money to enable them to travel long
distances by public transport. Things in Mendi were difficult, the buildings
date back to the 1950s and basic plumbing and power supplies were
unreliable. A new church was under construction, but was taking a long
time due to lack of funds. Yet new pastors are trained there each year.
Not long after returning from PNG, we heard that a 7.8 earthquake
had struck the Mendi area, causing loss of life and devastating buildings,
roads and infrastructure. I was so sad to hear this, knowing how little that
community had to begin with. The British Methodist Church has been able
to send a solidarity grant as an immediate response to the emergency and
our mission partner Julia is an expert in disaster response, so I give thanks
that she is on hand to help the Church respond to this crisis.
Many of the stories in this edition of One Mission Matters tell how the
Church is able to respond to the needs of communities – be that in Lozells
in the Midlands (page 5), or communities hit by hurricanes in the Caribbean
last year (page 15). It is through the generosity of Methodist people that
transformation has taken place. That really is something for which to be
thankful.

The Revd Michaela A Youngson
President of the Methodist
Conference 2018/2019

Cover photo: © GETTY IMAGES
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God’s earth in our hands

Romsey Methodist Church had
already started along the Eco
Church path. The church’s Renewal
project kicked off its journey towards
gaining an Eco Church Award.
“Our biggest challenge was
the design and funding of the two
stages of the Renewal project, which
incorporated new heating, lighting
and insulation,” says John Evans,
a local preacher and convener of
the Eco Church group at Romsey

Photos: Romsey Methodist Church

In 2017, the Methodist
Conference challenged
churches to become better
stewards of the planet.
Working in partnership with
the Christian environmental
charity A Rocha UK, the
Methodist Church is
encouraging churches
and circuits to become
environmentally friendly
‘Eco Churches’.
Methodist Church. “However, the
church was very much behind the
project, and the first two stages
have been completed and paid for.
“The highlight was probably the
Green Fair we hosted in the spring.
Several churches considering
embarking on Eco Church visited,
and we shared our experiences with
them. There was a great buzz in the
room!”

ABOVE: The congregation of Romsey Methodist
Church, after the award was made by Andy
Lester, Conservation Director of A Rocha UK. The
church’s minister, the Revd Gareth Hill, is holding
the plaque.

ABOVE: As the church was – before the change in
April 2015.
LEFT: The Green Fair, an Eco Church event held in
spring 2017.

ACT
You too can get involved in
helping your church become an
Eco Church. For more information
visit ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
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FUND FOR PROPERTY

A church fit for a wedding!
Bromsgrove Methodist Church’s building was in dire need of a makeover. With a
combination of fundraising, generous giving and a Fund for Property grant, the
dream of a new space is now a reality.
Bromsgrove Methodist Church
Centre was built in 1983 and
had been heavily used by the
community and for church work
since then. By 2010, however,
the building was more than a
little worse for wear.
“It had reached the stage
that church members were going
elsewhere to get married!” says
the Revd Richard Wilde, the
church’s minister.
“There was some
honest evaluation about our
effectiveness in mission and

attractiveness to those who have
yet to find living faith in Jesus.
We agreed that our main asset,
the multi-purpose hall, was no
longer fit for purpose.”
So began an ambitious
scheme to refurbish the
tired building; a scheme that
would cost around £84,000
to achieve. “Once the church
members believed the vision
was possible, they came
together with imaginative ideas
for fundraising,” says Richard.
“The enthusiasm for the scheme

brought the whole church
together. It brought together
people who came to the same
church but didn’t know each
other well – both newcomers and
those who had been there since
1982. In fact, the fundraising
team continues to meet socially.”
Since the main refurbishment
the church hall is now used
for a whole range of mission
initiatives. “Social isolation,
especially among older
people, is a massive issue in
Worcestershire and Bromsgrove
in particular,” Richard explains.
“So we now run a befriending
scheme, an annual ‘Holiday at
Home’ and a regular ‘Lunch Plus’
event.” In the two years following
the refurbishment, church
attendance has grown – and
as Richard happily points out,
“We’ve had several weddings!”
ABOVE LEFT: Bromsgrove Methodist Church
Centre.
BELOW LEFT: The refurbished church hall.

GIVE

Photos: Revd Richard Wilde

We can make a difference to
churches like Bromsgrove by
giving – be that on a regular
basis, one-off donations or
gifts, or by leaving a gift in
your will.
www.methodist.org.uk/
supportourwork
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“In the community, for the community”
Lozells Methodist Centre in Birmingham is home to the Lozells Project: an ecumenical
community-based ministry supported by the Methodist Church’s Mission in Britain Fund.
The Lozells Project has been
open for nearly eight years. Many
local residents are struggling with
navigating the benefits system, and
the project’s benefit advice and
Job Club have been a great help
to people who find the process
stressful.
“We had one lady come to
us who was having trouble with
her job searches,” says the Revd
Alison Richards, minister at Lozells
Methodist Centre. “Her uncle
was terminally ill in hospital and
she visited him regularly, but the
Department for Work and Pensions
sanctioned her for not carrying
out her job search, regardless of
the fact that she was caring for
her uncle. We helped her get that
decision overturned at a tribunal.
Now she comes in every week and
we help her with her job searches.
“Another woman who comes
here has had learning difficulties
since birth, and went to a special
school. Despite this, in the summer

of 2016, she was declared fit for
work. We assisted her attending
her tribunal case to challenge and
reverse that decision.”
As well as the Job Club, the
Lozells Project also runs ESOL
(English for Speakers of Other
Languages) classes, a day
centre and a nursery. The staff
and volunteers who serve in the
project’s soup kitchen recently
received a five-star food hygiene
rating. In recent years, the project
has welcomed Syrian refugees and
helped them settle into their new
surroundings – people such as the
man who came to the project for
help after being fined for dropping a
cigarette.
“Having come from a foreign
country, he was totally unaware that
it was an offence,” says Alison.
“We’ve since helped him with
benefits advice, a rodent infestation
and secondary school application
for his son. We’ve shown him how
to apply for a driving licence.

He now comes to the centre
regularly because he finds it a place
of welcome. His wife has attended
our ESOL classes and is now in
further training.
“We hope to continue this
work which is being recognised in
the community. Eddy Aigbe, who
manages the centre, received a
community leader award and chairs
the Lozells Neighbourhood Forum.
The Revd Helen Jobling, who’s now
retired, took the vision forward and
through prayer, hard work, grant
funding and volunteer help enabled
the church to realise its potential
and provide a thriving centre for the
diverse community around it.
“We want to encourage other
churches, particularly in deprived
areas, to be a centre that serves
people’s needs. Invite partnership,
take risks, be enterprising, inclusive
and welcoming. Walk the extra mile
so neighbours become friends.”
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MISSION IN BRITAIN FUND

ABOVE: Serving the community in the soup kitchen – left to right: Eddy Aigbe (centre manager), Mima Yedale (receptionist and cleaner), Leona Beary (volunteer),
Salome Noah (administrator and office manager) and Sandra Beary (volunteer).

MISSION IN BRITAIN FUND

Meet Chloe
With the help of a Mission in Britain grant, The King's Cross
Church (TKCC) in Hexthorpe, Doncaster has been able to
employ Chloe Craven as its family worker.
TKCC received a grant of
£30,000 over three years. This
pays about one third of the
annual cost of employing Chloe.
“Without the grant, the whole of
the work would not be possible,”
says Richard Iball, the senior
steward at TKCC.
“I never had imagined
working for a church, but this job
was perfect for me,” says Chloe,
who started working at TKCC
a few months after finishing
university. “I love working with
children, young people and
families, so I feel really blessed
to be here.”
TKCC runs ‘The Junction’,
a drop-in advice centre in the
most deprived part of Hexthorpe.
Chloe does two sessions a
week there, and also helps
run the ‘Time for Jesus’ after-

school sessions that are mostly
attended by Roma children.
“Chloe is fully engaged with
the life of TKCC and the work
in and around the Hexthorpe
area,” Richard Iball says. “Other
churches have seen what is
happening; one has appointed
its own worker and another is
considering it.
“One young man met Chloe
during a session of coffee and
cakes outside The Junction,
and has never ceased attending
worship morning and evening
since then. His first visit to
worship was his first ever to any
church. He is now a member of
the church and helps with other
activities.”
“I feel blessed to be working
at such a good church,” says
Chloe. “Our mission at TKCC

is ‘to make Jesus known’, and
everyone is very outreachfocused. Everyone gets involved
and works hard to spread the
good news of Jesus!
“It's not an ordinary job. Every
day is different and you never
know what to expect. But that's
what makes it fun – and it’s
exciting to see what God will do!”

ABOVE: Some of the Roma boys who visit the
church playing in the renovated old hall.
LEFT: Holiday Club, with Chloe on the right of
the stage.

PRAY

Photos: Jenny Barlow

Please pray for the many
church workers funded
through the generosity of
Methodists in their own
churches and circuits, as well
as those supported by the
Mission in Britain Fund.
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In this report, we celebrate the
work of the Methodist Church
that is made possible through
sharing our resources. The
figures highlighted show some
of the various ways in which the
Methodist Church is supported
and is able to serve others.
We are grateful for more than
£5 million received into the
connexional grant funds in
2016/2017.

Although the overall picture
is of decreasing donations,
we are continuing to receive
more grant applications every
year for mission and ministry
in Britain. In order to meet this
need, and to mitigate the risk
of a significant deficit in the
fund by 2021, the fundraising
strategy has focused mainly
on the Mission in Britain Fund.
Innovation has been a key theme

of the Church’s fundraising
strategy, with the introduction
in 2017 of the individual giving
campaign #igive2mission (in
partnership with Stewardship)
and increased focus on online
giving. As expected, this is
an increasingly popular giving
tool and online donations via
JustGiving reached a new alltime high in 2016/2017.

Comparative income and outgoings1 including grants for 2015/2016 and 2016/2017
World Mission Fund
Fund sources

Mission in Britain Fund

Fund for Property

2015/2016
(£) 000

2016/2017
(£) 000

2015/2016
(£) 000

2016/2017
(£) 000

2015/2016
(£) 000

2016/2017
(£) 000

1,848

1,568

693

720

421

392

600

583

102

27

-

-

1,388

1,290

204

134

308

250

36

45

-

-

-

-

Total income

3,872

3,486

999

881

729

642

Grants and other
outgoings

4,933

3,804

1,543

2,089

1,352

2,147

Donations
Legacies
Investment income
Other

1
For a fuller report of other outgoings besides connexional grants, please download the Consolidated Report and Financial Statements for the year ended
31 August 2017 from the Methodist Church website.
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THANK YOU REPORT 2016/2017

for your generosity and response
to live out Our Calling

THANK YOU REPORT 2016/2017

Thank you for giving generously to the
connexional funds in 2016/2017. The
psalmist reminds us that "the earth is
the Lord's and all that is in it" (Psalm
24:1). In your prayers and through giving
of your time, talents and money, you
are responding to God's gracious gifts,
together with the whole of the Methodist
Church, as we share God's love in Christ.

Mission in Britain Fund
The Mission in Britain Fund is an essential part of
the ‘One Mission’ purpose of the Church. The aim of
the fund is to reach those in need and support the
calling to share the gospel in Britain. Despite the lower
income to the Mission in Britain Fund in 2016/2017
of £881,000, expenditure rose to more than £2m
in line with the Church’s current expenditure and
reserves policy.
In 2016/2017, the Connexional Grants Committee
awarded 31 grants from the Mission in Britain Fund,
totalling nearly £2m. We continue to meet the shortfall
in income through our charitable reserves.
Forecast figures for 2017/2018 suggest there will
be a significant increase in the number of applications
with the same amount available for grant awards. The
success rate for applications may therefore decrease.
You tell us that you want to read more inspirational
mission success stories. Stay informed about the
Church’s fundraising campaigns and mission work by
becoming a One Mission Advocate. Find out more
from Sanya Strachan by emailing her on
strachans@methodistchurch.org.uk.

Meet Eddy Aigbe, a church
and community worker at
Lozells Methodist Church
and Community Centre
in Handsworth in the
Birmingham Circuit (see
page 5).
“I have lived in Birmingham for more than ten
years now. I became a Methodist after I was
invited to attend Lozells Methodist Church. Our
then minister, the Revd Helen Jobling, started
the work of setting up a community centre in
the church around this time. I began my present
journey and ministry working with the Birmingham
Circuit in many roles: as caretaker, resident artist,
member of the Church Council, community worker
and as centre manager for the Lozells Church and
Community Centre. The church and centre have
been a place where I can combine the two things
that fulfil me: art and community work. I have had
the unique privilege of doing this all in one place:
my local church.

Mission in Britain Fund
Income and outgoings including grants –
2015/2016 and 2016/2017
2,500

“The church has been ‘a community in the
community’, a hub to provide community services
to people on the margins of belonging, through
initiatives such as a job club, benefits and housing
advice, various people empowerment projects
and working in partnership with many social
enterprises.”

£000s

2,000

2,089

1,500
1,000

1,543
999

881

500
Total income

Your gifts to the Mission in Britain
Fund have enabled the Connexional
Grants Committee to award the Lozells
Community Centre a grant of £32,297,
as well as make many other grants
to missional projects right across the
Connexion.

Outgoings including grants

Mission in Britain 2015/2016 (£) 000
Mission in Britain 2016/2017 (£) 000
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Fund for Property
This fund exists to support various missional property
development projects around the Connexion. In
2016/2017, income to this fund was £642,000.
However, expenditure increased to £2.1m in line with
the Church’s current expenditure and reserves policy.
In this year, the Connexional Grants Committee made
awards from this Fund to 19 property projects across
the Connexion.
One such grant was given to Burbage Methodist
Church. The grant of £200,000 helped give the church
a new lease of life by changing its tired building
structure into a community-friendly space (see
page 12).

Fund for Property
Income and outgoings including grants –
2015/2016 and 2016/2017
2,500

World Mission Fund
Income and outgoings including grants –
2015/2016 and 2016/2017

2,147

2,000
£000s

Your generosity to the World Mission Fund allows the
Methodist Church to support Partner Churches and
organisations, Nationals in Mission Appointments
(NMA)2 post holders, scholarship students and mission
partners engaged in healthcare, education and
advocacy work in more than 65 countries worldwide.
For example, an annual World Mission Fund grant
of £13,000 to the Methodist Church in El Salvador is
enabling ongoing mission work in poor communities
that are afflicted with crime, through education of
young people. In addition, the World Mission Fund also
provides support to overseas partners responding to
emergencies, such as the ongoing relief work resulting
from the 2016 hurricane disaster in Haiti.
We continue to be grateful for the prayers and
fundraising by our young people. Donations to JMA
(Junior Mission for All) in 2016/2017 totalled more
than £60,000, 80% of which was passed on to the
World Mission Fund.
A special thank you is also due to Methodist
Women in Britain (MWiB). Through the Easter Offering,
MWiB was able to raise £355,295 to support mission
and advocacy work worldwide.

1,500
1,352

1,000
500

729

642

Total income

6,000
5,000

Fund for Property 2015/2016 (£) 000

4,933

Fund for Property 2016/2017 (£) 000

£000s

4,000
3,872
3,000

Outgoings including grants

3,804

3,486

2,000
1,000
Total income

Outgoings including grants

World Mission Fund 2015/2016 (£) 000
World Mission Fund 2016/2017 (£) 000
2
The Nationals in Mission Appointments programme exists to enable
Churches and organisations who are in partnership with the Methodist Church
in Britain to develop local appointments of strategic mission significance in a
particular country. These roles may include ministry with children and young
people, coordinating theological training and research, planting churches and
developing evangelism, or being specialist advisors in areas as diverse as
peace and reconciliation or drug addiction.

9
www.methodist.org.uk/supportourwork • Find us on Facebook and Twitter • One Mission Matters • Summer 2018

THANK YOU REPORT 2016/2017

World Mission Fund

THANK YOU REPORT 2016/2017

The Methodist Church
Fund

Distributed by cluster

The Methodist Church Fund (MCF) is used to pay
for a range of activities undertaken on behalf of the
Conference across the Church. This is mainly done by
members of the Connexional Team.
The MCF is largely funded through the assessment
made on circuits via the districts. The MCF’s total
income for the financial year 2016/2017 was £17m;
of this, £13m came from the district assessment
and £4m came from other income such as fund
levies, trading and investment income, donations and
legacies.
Income to the fund from the assessment
represents a contribution from 188,000 Methodist
members of less than £1.35 per week. The rest of
the money that you give every Sunday is used to pay
for circuit ministry and other purposes determined
locally.
The MCF supports the work of the Methodist
Conference, the Methodist Council and their hardworking volunteer committees and working groups. It
is also used to pay for the work of the Connexional
Team at Methodist Church House, and those
dispersed around the Connexion in the Learning
Network. Ministerial grants and support services also
form part of this expenditure.
The activities of the Connexional Team are
organised into ‘clusters’. For example, the Learning
Network is part of the Discipleship & Ministries
Cluster and supports the work of 3Generate, the
Children and Youth Assembly of the Methodist Church.
In 2016, 3Generate brought together 623 young
people aged 8-23.

£000s

% of the cluster
spending

Support Services

5,839

36%

Discipleship &
Ministries

4,108

25%

The Conference Office

3,810

23%

Mission & Advocacy

2,440

15%

231

1%

16,428

100%

Other

1%
15%

36%
Total
Connexional Team
2016/2017
£16m outgoings
by cluster from the
Methodist Church
Fund

23%
25%
Support
Services

The Conference
Office

Discipleship &
Ministries

Mission &
Advocacy

Other

Thank you for your continued support. Through
your giving and commitment to prayer and to
engaging with the needs of people in Britain and
around the world, you are helping the Methodist
Church to respond to God’s call to live out our
discipleship in worship and mission.
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Your views about One Mission Matters...
I appreciate the reports, the stories and the pictures
which help me to value and give thanks for the commitment of many
Christian disciples both here and overseas.

Good to
have up to date
positive news of what can be
done in today’s Church.
Especially with young
people.

Very much like the new style.
Content is also thought-provoking
and full of ideas of new ways to
go about mission.

A BIG thank you!
It is good to read of imagination
and effective witness in various
parts of the country.

It’s good for
local Methodists to know what is
going on throughout the Connexion
and the wider world. There is a
scarcity of such information from
anywhere else.

I like the
design and content.
Easily approachable; as a local
preacher, I find examples easy to
use in conjunction with the
Prayer Handbook.

Always pleased to
hear about work on new frontiers, and
with innovation. Many of these ideas are
winners; sooner or later we will discover
‘a big winner’. This may then be replicated
elsewhere in the Connexion with even
greater success.
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FUND FOR PROPERTY

Photos: Burbage Methodist Church

ABOVE: Burbage Methodist Church.

A dream come true
After years of fundraising, the members of Burbage Methodist Church in
Leicestershire have finally seen their dream of a new church at the heart of their
community come true.
‘Connect’, Burbage’s new
home, opened on Saturday 30
September 2017, with the Revd
Dr Tim Woolley (Superintendent
Minister of the Hinckley Circuit)
leading the opening service, and
the Revd Helen Cameron (Chair
of the Northampton District)
preaching. The building’s name
was specially chosen to reflect
the church's commitment to
mission.
The church received a grant
of £200,000 from the Fund
for Property towards replacing
its old building (which was
constructed in 1866) with a
new one. In addition to this, the
church members did all sorts
of things to fundraise. One
church couple sold homemade
marmalade. The Meet and
Create group made cards and
sold them. A church member
who keeps chickens sold their
eggs. There were ‘classic car’

events in the church car park,
and other social events such as
craft fairs, indoor skittles and a
regular stall at Hinckley Market.
“Now that we have our
wonderful new building, we
have already started to reach
out into the local community,”
says Chris Webb, a member
of the church's development
team. Amongst other things,
the church has an arrangement
with the local school, allowing
schoolchildren’s parents to use
the church car park as a safe
drop-off and collection point.
“We are open for refreshments
three mornings a week, with the
hope that we can reach out to
parents dropping their kids off
for school,” says Chris. “Twice
a month, we offer a soup and
pudding lunch, which is proving
really popular.
“It’s wonderful to feel at
home again in our church
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building, after the time between
demolishing the old building
and opening the new one. The
period we spent worshipping
in the local infants’ school hall
was challenging, but served
as a reminder to us that it
doesn’t matter where you meet
to worship the Lord. Meeting in
the school helped foster good
relationships between school
and church. Our minister now
takes assemblies in the school
and children from the school
have come to us for special
Christmas services.”

“We would like to
say thank you to the
Methodist people, without
whose help our vision
would not have been
possible.”
Chris Webb, Burbage Methodist Church
development team

WORLD MISSION FUND

Photos: Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

Update: Venezuela

Thanks to your generous giving, the World Mission Fund was able to support the
Methodist Christian Community of Venezuela (CCMV) with a grant of £6,500 towards its
medical and feeding programmes for malnourished and undernourished children.
Venezuela currently faces a
humanitarian crisis, which is forcing
thousands of people to flee the
country. The crisis involves severe
shortages of food, energy and
medicine, and this in turn is having
a direct impact on the vulnerable
in Venezuelan society, particularly
children and elderly people.
The grant will make it possible
for CCMV to provide meals for 450
children, 20 elderly people and
22 pregnant women in Maracaibo,
in northwest Venezuela. They will
also have access to free medicine
that CCMV has been buying from
pharmacies located near the
Venezuela/Colombia border.

GIVE
The Methodist Church World
Mission Fund supports all the
Partner Churches and organisations
you read about in One Mission
Matters. You can donate to the
fund at www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate

PICTURES: Children at a soup kitchen the
Methodist Christian Community of Venezuela
runs in Maracaibo, a town in the north-west of
Venezuela. The Church feeds a large number
of children daily, as well as distributing and
administering over-the-counter medicines, which
are currently very hard to buy.

13
www.methodist.org.uk/supportourwork • Find us on Facebook and Twitter • One Mission Matters • Summer 2018

WORLD MISSION FUND

Photos: Trustees for Methodist Church Purposes

Emergency update: Sierra Leone mudslides
Thanks to your amazing generosity, we were able to send £10,000 in emergency
relief to the Methodist Church in Sierra Leone (MCSL) after mudslides caused
widespread damage and loss of life last year.
More than 3,000 people lost
their homes as a result of the
mudslides last August, which
took place on the outskirts of
Freetown and killed an estimated
1,300 people.
Donations were passed
directly to MCSL. These were
used to provide emergency
humanitarian support to affected
communities, and to equip local
church ministers as they sought
to help prevent the spread of
cholera and diarrhoea in the
aftermath of the disaster.
“Thank you to British
Methodists and supporters for

their prayers, generosity and
goodwill for Sierra Leoneans,”
says Bishop Arnold Temple from
MCSL. “The work of supporting
the neglected, marginalised and
the poor remains one of MCSL’s
key priorities.”

THANK YOU
Thank you for all your
donations. You can keep
up to date with our work
at www.methodist.org.uk/
wcnewsbulletin
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Monserrat

British Virgin Islands

Turks and Caicos Islands

Cuba

Anguilla

Haiti

Dominica

Antigua and Barbuda

Puerto Rico

The Dominican Republic

The Bahamas

St Martin

Emergency update: Caribbean hurricanes
Last September, several islands
in the Caribbean were badly hit
when hurricanes Maria and Irma
swept through. Cuba, Puerto Rico,
Dominica, Antigua and Barbuda,
Anguilla, the Bahamas, the British
Virgin Islands, the Dominican
Republic, Haiti, St Martin,
Monserrat, The Turks and Caicos
Islands and the US Virgin Islands
were all affected by the hurricanes,
which took hundreds of lives and
caused billions of pounds’ worth of
damage.
An appeal was set up so that
British Methodists could support
the United Methodist Committee
on Relief (UMCOR) in its response
and relief efforts in the Caribbean.
The appeal raised £40,698, which

went towards UMCOR’s work with
the Methodist Church in Puerto
Rico and the Dominica Circuit of
the Leeward Islands District of the
Methodist Church of the Caribbean
and the Americas (MCCA).
The Methodist Church of Puerto
Rico set up 10 distribution centres
to provide emergency supplies
(food, water, solar panels, solar
lights and health kits). To date, the
Church has given out more than
12,000 grocery bags of food (good
for a family or household of 2-3
people), 60,000 hygiene kits and
100,000 bottles of water. “In times
like this, the Church has to rise up
and provide hope,” a spokesperson
from the Puerto Rican Church said.

Meanwhile, the Methodist
Church Dominica Circuit reactivated
its disaster relief and rehabilitation
programme in the aftermath
of the hurricanes. The circuit’s
buildings all suffered damage, but
working together with UMCOR, the
circuit was able to bring relief and
recovery to many of the affected
communities.

GIVE
Your regular giving to this fund
enables a speedy response
to emergencies such as
these. You can give to our
work at www.justgiving.com/
mcfworldmission/donate
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US Virgin Islands

Reflecting on Holy Communion
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