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Prayer for our community 

Stephen Richardson 
 

Earlier this year, I was thrilled to see Bon Jovi inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.  As a child of 

the 80s, they had a big impact on me and my desire to pick up a guitar.  Their song 'Living on a prayer' 

was even voted best song of the 80s by VH1!  Living on a prayer, with its story of love, hope and faith, 

might not be my favourite Bon Jovi song, but its message certainly resonates with my role as 

chaplain.  The demands of the university environment can lead me to forget that part of my calling as a 

chaplain is to pray for, and with, the community I serve.  In response to several conversations and 

requests at our university, we recently started a monthly opportunity for Christian prayer, open to all who 

would like to participate.  We have been using this to build bridges between people of different traditions 

and speak blessing into our community using the Lord's Prayer as a framework.  

 

 

Using the Lord’s Prayer to pray for the community/workplace/institution we serve 

 

‘Whenever you pray, say...’ (Matthew 6:9-13) 

 

Our Father in Heaven, hallowed be Your name, 

- Praise God for who He is. 

- Pray that God’s name might be honoured in our community/workplace/institution. 

 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on Earth as in Heaven. 

- Pray for the leadership of our community/workplace/institution. 

- Pray for pressing situations in our community/workplace/institution. 

- Pray for Christians in our community/workplace/institution. 
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Give us today our daily bread. 

- Pray for the wellbeing of all in our community/workplace/institution. 

- Give thanks to God for the opportunities He presents us with. 

- Pray for discernment about where God is calling us to be daily bread for others. 

 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

- Pray for situations/relationships in need of reconciliation. 

- Pray for greater unity among Christians in our community/workplace/institution. 

- Pray that we might be agents of God’s grace. 

 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

- Pray for members of our community/workplace/institution who are facing difficult 

times. 

- Pray for protection of our community/workplace/institution against the influence of evil. 

- Pray for the work of the Holy Spirit in our community/workplace/institution. 

 

Share in the words of the Grace together (2 Cor 13:14) 

May the Grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

The Love of God, and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 

Be with us all, for ever more.  Amen. 

 

 


