
Photography and Spirituality Study Tour in Rome  

When: Thursday 23 May to Tuesday 28 May 2019 

What: Millions of photos are taken every day across the world. Some are just snapshots. 

Others are more carefully crafted and can deepen our vision and sharpen our sense of what 

life is truly about. In this study tour we will be exploring how our photography and our 

spirituality can inspire each other. It will help us explore how photography can offer us 

unique perspectives on ourselves, our world and our faith - focusing on some particular 

aspects of photography and giving plenty of hands-on experience with your camera in and 

around the magnificent city of Rome. We will aim to open our eyes, through the camera, to 

God's presence, both in Rome and back at home. We’ll mostly avoid the busiest tourist sites, 

as they can be too crowded and tend to be over-photographed. But we will include a 

leisurely visit to St Peter’s Basilica, first thing in the morning, before the crowds! 

How long: 6 days, arriving by late afternoon on the Thursday and leaving after breakfast on 

the Tuesday (5 nights’ bed and breakfast and evening meal)  

Where to stay: Methodist accommodation in Rome in ‘The 

Wesley’ Rome and the Methodist Centre (MEOR), both at 

Ponte Sant`Angelo, one of the most beautifully iconic 

locations in Rome. 

Meals: Evening meals will be taken together in local 

restaurants (included in the study tour price). Breakfast will 

be taken at Ponte Sant’Angelo. Participants will make their 

own arrangements for lunch at suggested locations.  

Cost:  £440 pp staying in MEOR; or £665 pp staying in double 

room at ‘The Wesley’ (‘The Wesley’ single occupancy: £800) 

This will include breakfast and dinner and accommodation 

(including ensuite/private bathroom in ‘The Wesley’). 

Payment should be made directly to the Methodist Church 

(Bank details to be supplied). Participants will be responsible for arranging and paying for 

their own travel to and from Rome; as well as local transport and entry fees in Rome 

(approx. 35 euros). 

How many: maximum party size between 11-21, depending on willingness to share double 

rooms.  

Who: People with an interest in photography and open to exploring how this might link with 

spiritual values and insights. Those of other faiths or no faith also welcome. 
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What to bring: No prior experience or expertise required - just some enthusiasm to explore 

how photography might deepen your spirituality (and vice versa!). You will need to bring a 

camera with you - anything from a smartphone to a high end camera. We will be honing up 

our photographic skills a little, but the accent will not be on producing technically perfect 

images. The idea is to create some images that help you express yourself spiritually and that 

might potentially be a spiritual resource for others too. 

Health: Participants need to be fully mobile and able to walk reasonable distances, 

sometimes on cobbled and uneven streets. 

Leader: Philip Richter is a recently retired Methodist minister, currently working part-time 

on the connexional Vocations Strategy Project. He is a keen amateur photographer and 

writes about photography and spirituality. His latest book is Spirituality in Photography: 

Taking pictures with deeper vision (Darton Longman & Todd, 2017). 

How to book: contact Rachel Sheppard (rachel.meorome@gmail.com) 

 Some reviews from previous participants – 

“the location was brilliant – what better place for such a huge diversity of potential 
images – really well selected” 

“I thoroughly enjoyed it and learnt a lot”  

“the fellowship and friendship have been just what I needed” 

“I enjoyed the unhurried pace and being able to join in or not without pressure” 

“a great opportunity to try new things and learn new skills” 

“I loved the idea of being more attentive to what I see… using image making as a 
spiritual practice” 

“thank you for the gentle leadership and humour” 
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